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In the latest of our series of
employee interviews, we turn the
spotlight on Alan Lawson, Sales
Manager for PSJ Fabrications.
What brought you into this
industry?

If you won the lottery, what
would you do?

It started out as a summer job before
I continued my education, which I never
got around to!

After obviously taking care of my family
and friends, I’d give the rest of it away.

Who inspired you most in your
career?
I would say Derek Jackson, former Director
of PSJ – a driven man who had his
work/life balance just about right.

If you had to do it all again,
what would you do differently?
Nothing. Life isn’t a dress rehearsal and to
change one thing would alter everything else.

What is the most embarrassing
thing that’s ever happened to you?
I remember competing in a cycle time trial
event once, where I wasn’t sure of the
course. Spotting a lone rider in the distance
on a time trial bike, I followed him for around
seven miles, only to watch him turn into his
driveway. Needless to say, I was hopelessly
off course and got back to the finish with a
time that could be measured on a sundial.

Who or what makes you laugh?
Johnny (9 times) Bangs, whose antics
have now taken over from the legendary
tales of Martin Beale.

Do you have any hidden talents?
These tend to be the things you find out
when you really push yourself; I spend a
lot of my spare time competing in road
race cycling or time trial events and had
never really considered mountain biking
before. However, at the end of July this
year, I competed in the Bontrager 12-hour
endurance mountain bike race and
came 59th out of a field of over 600,
despite only having ridden a mountain
bike a dozen times in the last ten years.
So that’s the latest hidden talent.

What’s your favourite book of
all time?
‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Brontë;
the book has everything – love, despair,
success and betrayal – but ultimately
shows the futility of revenge. I tend to
re-read this every five years or so.

Who would be your perfect
party guest?
The 60s soul singer, Geno Washington;
I recently heard an interview with him
and he’s still the life and soul of the party
– the man you would love to live next
door to you.

What is your guilty pleasure?
Chateau Latour, also the drink of choice
for a certain Mr Bond (in Fleming’s novels).

What’s your dream holiday
destination?
I’ve always fancied riding my vintage
Vespa to the south of France.

Name your three favourite
movies of all time.
‘Our Man Flint’ (the film Austin Powers wishes
it could be), ‘Quadrophenia’ and the first
five minutes of ‘Quantum Of Solace’.

What’s your favourite pastime?
It would be difficult to pick between riding
my scooter and competing in cycle races.

Inside this issue:

SAFECONTRACTOR
ACCREDITATION

TEAMS ENTER
NATIONAL SKILLS
COMPETITION

Following a rigorous assessment of its health
and safety policies and practices, The
Automated Technology Group has been
awarded Safecontractor status. One of the
fastest growing health and safety assessment
schemes in the UK, Safecontractor serves
more than 220 major clients and has over
22,000 contractor members.
Explained Darren Ashford, Installations
Director, “We are delighted to have
achieved this prestigious accreditation.
It clearly demonstrates to clients and
prospective customers the high standards
we set for health and safety and the
accolade will assist us in terms of
prequalification requirements
for future projects.”
Nick Reidy

Do you have any secret
ambitions?
To keep up my lifestyle for as long as
I can and to get my 25-mile time trial
under 55 minutes.
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DIARY DATES
PPMA Show, Sep/Oct 2014
The Automated Technology Group will
be promoting its end-to-end solutions for
industrial automation, power and control
on stand F50 at the PPMA Show, which
takes place at the NEC in Birmingham
from 30 September to 2 October.

If you have an idea for an
event or feedback on events
held to date, please feel free to
email your social committee at
social@atg.gb.com
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BRAND-NEW
WORKWEAR

MORE APPRENTICES
JOIN THE GROUP
Following a highly successful
recruitment drive, conducted in
association with local colleges of further
education, The Automated Technology
Group has made offers to nine young
people to join The Academy, its in-house
apprenticeship programme.
Explains Andy Osborn, Training Manager,
“We held a number of assessment
events at colleges local to our Silsoe
and Kings Norton sites, at which
applicants were challenged to
undertake a series of aptitude tests,
team-building events and interviews.
Following these, we have made offers
to nine young people to join The
Academy. With another offer currently

pending, we expect to hit our
recruitment target of ten apprentices
for this year.”
“We’re looking forward to welcoming
our latest recruits,” comments Andy
Robinson, CEO, “and helping them to
develop their engineering skills and
business confidence. Their arrival will
take the total number of apprentices
within The Automated Technology
Group to 43. It is our aim to maintain
a ratio of apprentices to other team
members of around 10% and we are
well on track to achieving this, which
demonstrates our commitment to
combatting the skills shortage in our
business sector by ‘growing our own’.”
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BILL PEDALS
TO £1000
Bill White, Programming Technician at PSJ,
took to two wheels recently to tackle the
London to Brighton cycle ride in aid of the
British Heart Foundation. Dedicating his ride
to his late mum, Bill completed the course
in three and a half hours and his efforts have
raised over £1000 in sponsorship.

SUCCESSFUL
5S TRAINING
Recently some employees within Autotech and
Igranic completed a 5S training course. For the
uninitiated, 5S is a workplace organization
methodology based on five Japanese words:
‘seiri’, ‘seiton’, ‘seiso’, ‘seiketsu’ and ‘shitsuke’.
Although various English versions are possible,
they can be translated into ‘sort’, ‘straighten’,
‘shine’, ‘standardize’ and ‘sustain’.

FROM THE
CEO’S DESK...
With a forecast of 3% growth in GDP
for the UK and an evident upsurge in
manufacturing, The Automated Technology
Group is well placed to continue on the path
of success. As well as general buoyancy in the
markets we serve, our customers are highly
active right now. Jaguar Land Rover, for
example, is investing in more plants worldwide
and the Thames Amp 6 phase of investment
is kicking off; we have a huge list of other
significant projects for power, airports and even
football stadiums!

Through regular interaction right across the
group, it is obvious that we are one integrated
team, keen to work together. With highly skilled
employees and fantastic experience through
a range of large and complex projects, it is
hardly surprising that our services are in such
demand. I am really excited about the future
and firmly believe that we are ideally placed
to continue our success.

TEAMS ENTER NATIONAL SKILLS COMPETITION
Two teams of apprentices from The Academy
are entering the WorldSkills UK national
competitions, to be held at The Skills Show at
Birmingham’s NEC in November. The event will
see young people demonstrate their skills as
they compete against one another in
disciplines ranging from stonemasonry to
floristry and media make-up to landscape
gardening. The Skills Show is the UK’s largest skills
and careers event, attracting over 75,000
visitors and providing inspiration for young
people to explore a wide variety of careers.
The Automated Technology Group is entering
two teams into the Industrial Controls
competition, which will require them to
showcase their ability to solve a problem
involving PLC programming, use of an HMI
and some mechanical fitting skills, as well as
knowledge of pneumatics and hydraulics.
The first-year team consists of James Mason
and Josh Russell, with James Ellis and Kerry
Thompson making up the second-year team.

James Kissane, who is acting as their mentor
for this challenge, says, “They have gained
valuable experience in all aspects of the
process through their experiences in fitting
out the Training Room and we wish them the
best of luck.”
Andy Osborn

The competitors, left to right: Kerry Thompson,
James Ellis, Josh Russell and James Mason

Bill, who also completed the event last year
as part of a team of seven from The
Automated Technology Group,
commented: “This time I managed to ride
for the whole 54 miles, including the
steep climb up Ditchling Beacon. As ever,
it was a great spectacle – with about
30,000 people taking part – and the
atmosphere was great.” Bill would like to
thank everyone who sponsored him and
showed their support.
Johnny Bangs

BRAND-NEW
WORKWEAR
The reaction to the new-look branded workwear
has been overwhelmingly positive. With polo
shirts, gilets, jackets, trousers, caps, beanie hats,
hard hats and safety vests now available, the
clothing range is both stylish and practical.
Commented Nick Reidy,
Business Development
Director, “The new
workwear has been
very well received by
both employees and
clients. Our staff are
the ambassadors for
the brand identity of
The Automated
Technology Group, so
we not only want them
to be comfortable,
safe and warm in their
work, but also to look
professional.”
ATG Social Committee

The 2012-2013 season was a record-breaking
one for Dunstable, with promotion added when
the SSMFL Premier League was won undefeated.
The 2013-2014 season was again fantastic for
the Blues, winning the Southern League Central
Division, gaining back-to-back promotions and
a place in the Southern Premier League.
They also won the Southern League
Champions Trophy and Team of the Year.
However, The Automated Technology Group’s
sponsorship came to an end at the close of
this season, when the group had the
opportunity to increase its sponsorship of Luton
Town and took the decision to assist with the
momentum of their recent success. We wish
Dunstable Town every success for the future.
Paul Baxter

NEW BLUES
The Blues have prepared for the 2014/15
Greene King IPA Championship by confirming
two signings to the team – the first being Josh
Buggea, signed from Worcester Warriors, and
the second being Andy Petts as Strength and
Conditioning Coach, following the departure of
Paddy Hogben.

The course showed how small changes to make
a business more organised and efficient could
help a company to produce high quality
products. The methods involve working as a
team to discuss what can be done to improve
certain areas in the procedure or organisation.
You may have noticed some of these minor
changes around the company, particularly in
the panel shop areas and also the print room
in the office upstairs.
Kerry Thompson

FAREWELL TO
DUNSTABLE TOWN

Kerry Thompson

JAMBOREE HELP
FOR KATHERINE
The Automated Technology Group is
delighted to be supporting local Scout,
Katherine Reaper, in her fundraising efforts to
attend the 23rd World Scout Jamboree in
Japan next year. Thirteen-year-old Katherine,
who lives in Silsoe and is a member of the
Ampthill and Woburn troop, succeeded in
securing a place at the event after a gruelling
selection process. She will be one of 30,000
young people from 120 countries to attend
the Jamboree, which is being held at Kirarahama, Yamaguchi City, in summer 2015.
As well as seeking sponsorship from local
businesses to raise the £3400 needed to
attend, Katherine has been busy with a whole
range of enterprising activities including a
paper round, stalls at local fairs, packing
shopping in supermarkets at Christmas, a
cycle ride and an origami challenge.
ATG Social Committee

LUTON
FLYING HIGH
After five years festering in the fifth
tier of English football, just four
goals and ten points in their
opening eight games left the
Luton faithful wondering if this
was to be yet another fruitless
campaign. However, Town’s 3-2
comeback win, just two games into
their eventual 27-match unbeaten run,
epitomised the Hatters’ new-found belief.
A tricky November saw Luton crash out of the
FA Cup at Welling but crucially keep their march
towards the Skrill Premier summit on track. All
were wary of the Hatters’ domination by February
as they netted 17 goals against Hereford,
Nuneaton and Wrexham without reply – even
Cambridge conceded the fight was over.
The 15-point gap between first and second
looked insurmountable. If there was any hope
for the chasing pack, it came in the form of
Garry Hill’s well-drilled Woking side. Live on BT
Sport, Town’s unbeaten run ended with their first
home league defeat of the season. Three days
later, Kidderminster knocked the final two nails
into Cambridge’s promotion coffin and
handed the title to Town.
Twitter was ablaze with #LutonAreBack and
at the conclusion of Luton’s 2-1 win at Welling
United on Easter Saturday, the 2,000 Hatters in
attendance surged onto the pitch. So it was a
fortress Kenilworth Road return on Easter Monday
to see the champions lift the title in style.
A 4-1 thumping of Forest Green Rovers for
another full house ended a near-perfect home
season for Still’s men. The Hatters could be in
the Premier League soon enough. That would
require promotions as quick as the free-fall that
forced them out of the Football League five
years ago. Nonetheless, the future’s bright, the
future’s orange.
Paul Baxter

LAP RECORD FOR AUSTEN
Austen Greenway, Senior Simulation Engineer,
raced his way to two class pole positions, two
class wins and a new lap record at Silverstone at
the end of August. Austen, who was interviewed
after the race by the TV crew at the event, was

driving his car for the first time with its new
branding for The Automated Technology Group.
Matt Challinor
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got around to!

After obviously taking care of my family
and friends, I’d give the rest of it away.

Who inspired you most in your
career?
I would say Derek Jackson, former Director
of PSJ – a driven man who had his
work/life balance just about right.

If you had to do it all again,
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Nothing. Life isn’t a dress rehearsal and to
change one thing would alter everything else.
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event once, where I wasn’t sure of the
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off course and got back to the finish with a
time that could be measured on a sundial.
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lot of my spare time competing in road
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never really considered mountain biking
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year, I competed in the Bontrager 12-hour
endurance mountain bike race and
came 59th out of a field of over 600,
despite only having ridden a mountain
bike a dozen times in the last ten years.
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success and betrayal – but ultimately
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and he’s still the life and soul of the party
– the man you would love to live next
door to you.
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