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NEW TRAINING ROOM
OPENS AT SILSOE
Committed to investing in the
development of its staff, The Automated
Technology Group is delighted to have opened
a brand-new training room at the site of its
headquarters in Wrest Park, Silsoe. Based in
Capability House, the flagship building on the
Wrest Park Enterprise campus, the training room
is equipped with an impressive range of
machinery, including a selection of Festo
training equipment, PLCs from multiple
manufacturers and other engineering resources.
The new facility will be used to provide specialist
training for the company’s apprentices, as well
as for delivering bespoke training programmes
for ATG’s engineers. This training will be delivered

by ATG’s Engineering Trainer, Stuart Muldowney,
who has been with the company since 2008
and has over 20 years’ experience of working in
the industry. “Practical industrial training aids
and a comfortable training environment are
vital for the development and nurturing of new
and skilled engineers,” commented Stuart.
ATG will continue to invest in providing
employees with the highest standards of
training, allowing them to thrive in their chosen
specialisms. The company is always looking for
new engineering talent to join the team and
you can find out more about current job and
apprenticeship opportunities on the Careers
page of the ATG website.
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FROM THE
CEO’S DESK...
It has now been 12 months since
The Automated Technology Group
joined Wood Group and there have been
many exciting changes during the year.
We’re now part of Special Technical
Services, which seems an ideal home for
us and for the rest of the Automation and
Control team. We are working closely with
the Wood Group team to position and
prepare our organisation for new international
opportunities; we have already been
successful with BMW in Spartanburg and Tesla
in California and there will be many more to
follow. Our Power team has also been
supporting Wood Group with the controls for

the containerised utility houses for the TCO
(Tengizchevroil) project to develop the giant
Tengiz oilfield in Kazakhstan.
ATG’s Systems Division has settled into its
Northampton facility and it is great to see the
special-purpose machinery for the contact
lens, pottery and other industries that our
engineers have designed from scratch on the
shop floor. Our Slovakian office is also growing,
now featuring both Project Management and
Hardware Design skills.
The summer closure work this year kept us very
busy on a number of different sites and – after

GRUELLING SPARTAN RACE
In early September, ten members of staff took
part in the gruelling Spartan Race held at Elton
Hall, near Peterborough. Organised by the
social committee, the team comprised Jade
Burnage, Neil Kennedy, James Kissane, Alex
Duque, Ashley Sinclair, Allan Jones, Matt
Priestley, Steve Roberts, Hector Enriquez and
me. We decided on the team name of ‘Are
They Gladiators?’ and James Kissane designed
some T-shirts for us.
Spartan Race events consist of a 5km+
obstacle course, with participants facing
penalties of a number of burpees for failing to
achieve the required standard. The challenges
included a barbed wire crawl over extremely
muddy ground; tyre flipping; spear throwing;
the ‘Atlas carry’ – lugging a heavy, wet and
slippery atlas ball up a path; a rope climb;

monkey bars; carrying
sandbags; and a cement
block pull.
Finally, we all ran together
towards the fire jump and
crossed the line together,
finishing in a time of 1 hour
and 50 minutes. I’d like to say
a massive thank you to the rest
of the team – we all threw
ourselves in to it. I don’t think
I’ve ever been so muddy in my
life but it was great fun and we
would love to organise
something similar for next year.
Vicky York,
Procurement Assistant

a lot of effort from everyone involved – all
of the projects enjoyed successful start-ups.
Our 2016 apprentice intake has just been
finalised and the Academy has had to move
to a new and larger home to accommodate
the increased numbers; we also plan to train
some of our new international engineers in this
facility. ATG’s future is full of interesting projects
in the UK and abroad that will bring exciting
opportunities for them, and for all of us.
Andy Robinson, CEO

SILSOE STRIDE 2016
On 26th June staff from The Automated
Technology Group cleared their Sunday
schedules once again to take part in the annual
Silsoe Stride charity run, helping to raise money
for the local community. As the founding and
main sponsor of the event, The Automated
Technology Group has participated in Silsoe
Stride since the first fundraising run took place in
2013. In addition to the annual 5K race and the
children’s fun run, this year’s event featured a
10K run through the beautiful Wrest Park estate,
inviting more experienced runners to put their
skills to the test.
Altogether the race attracted an impressive total
of 245 runners. ATG’s Senior Control Engineer,
Brendon Kemp, and Procurement Assistant, Vicky
York, took part in the 5K race, while Principal
Development Engineer, Gary Walker, and Site
Manager, Colin Blockwell, represented the
company in the 10K run.

All the races were started by The Automated
Technology Group’s CEO, Andrew Robinson,
who also presented the medals to the winners.
ATG would like to thank everyone who took part
in this year’s event, as well as the organisers of
Silsoe Stride.
The funds raised from Silsoe Stride 2016 will be
shared between Silsoe Village Hall, Millennium
Green Trust, Silsoe Pre-School and Silsoe Lower
School, as well as the Save The George
community fund, contributing to driving
improvements in the area.
Bernadette McElhatton, Executive Assistant

FIT CLUB
DONATES
TO CHUMS
The Fit Club at The Automated Technology
Group’s Silsoe HQ was started a year ago
by employees as a fun way to keep fit and
motivate each other. Members of the club
recently donated the weekly weigh-in
contributions for the last year to CHUMS,
a Social Enterprise based on the same Wrest
Park estate in Silsoe. Founded in 1997,
CHUMS provides mental health and
emotional wellbeing services for children
and young people locally.
The success of the Fit Club is down to the
inspirational leadership of its co-founder, Bob
Langridge. A great guy, Bob is always there for
members when they need help or advice. As
it moves into its second year, the Fit Club is
growing stronger all the time and we are
delighted to have been able to support the
valuable work of CHUMS.
Jackie Pile, Receptionist

PIRATE POWER
Bedford Blues’ start to the new Championship
season did not go as well as they had hoped,
with the team losing 17-26 to Cornish Pirates on
3rd September. The Blues were guilty of lacking
a spark on a damp afternoon as they struggled
to put phases together against a Cornish side
that typically relied on its pack to power them
home to a decisive win.
Tries from Dean Adamson and Jason Hill were
not enough for the hosts, who made far too
many mistakes and seemed to lack urgency
for long periods of the match. The Pirates
plundered the booty thanks to a faultless
kicking performance from fly-half, Will Cargill –
who scored 16 points – and scores from Matt
Evans and Tom Duncan as they controlled
most of the encounter.
Paul Baxter, Shop Floor Team Leader

In this issue, we turn
the interview spotlight
on Simon Stevens,
IT Manager for The
Automated Technology Group.
Who or what brought you into
this industry?
It was Ian Farmer. I’ve always had a keen
interest in engineering. One day when working
at Autotech’s offices for Mirus IT, Ian made me
an offer to join the business and I’ve never
looked back.

What’s the most exciting thing
about your job?
No two days are ever the same. I did once
say that I would never take an internal IT role
because I would get bored, but I’ve never
been bored at ATG.

Who inspired you most in your
career?
My Dad. Although when I worked with him for
seven years we had some massive arguments
and fell out a good few times, he's always
inspired me to do my best.

If you were an item in a
warehouse, what would you be?
Probably a fork truck – whenever anyone in
my family needs anything moving, I always
get the call!

If you had to do it all again,
what would you do differently?
I would not have gone into IT! As much as I
enjoy my job, I would prefer to work with cars,
preferably in motorsport or building hot rods.

Do you have any hidden talents?
I'm handy around the house, being good at
DIY and other projects.

If you won the lottery,
what would you do?
I would make sure my parents were
comfortable, buy a house with loads of
garage space and start a car collection.

What’s your favourite book
of all time?
I’m not a great reader, but I’ve not been able
to put down Guy Martin’s books and I can’t wait
for his next one.

Who would be your perfect
party guest?
Fatboy Slim; he knows how to throw a party and
I bet he’s got some stories to tell.

What is your guilty pleasure?
Playing racing games on my Xbox.

Do you have any secret ambitions?
To be able to retire comfortably with a few toys
and to see the world.

DRAW FOR
FOOTIE TEAM
The Automated Technology Group’s football
team had another match in August and faired
better this time than at their last two outings.
Playing the team of Luton-based wallcoverings
supplier, Seltex, the result was a 3-3 draw. This
was a great result, as the ATG team was the
better side on the night and the Seltex team
play together on a more regular basis. The
social committee is hoping to arrange another
match very soon as everyone involved had a
really enjoyable evening.
Paul Baxter
Shop Floor Team Leader

What’s your dream holiday
destination?
I get very jealous of friends who talk about their
experiences of New Zealand, and Iceland has
always fascinated me.

DIARY DATES
Christmas Party, 17th December

What is the most embarrassing
thing that’s ever happened to you?

Name your three favourite
movies of all time.

Being made to wear a dress whilst clay pigeon
shooting on my stag do.

Skyfall, The Italian Job and Rush.

What’s your favourite pastime?
Who or what makes you laugh?
My wife – she’s got a wicked sense of humour
and never fails to make me laugh.

I would have to list three – rebuilding my classic
Mini, camping and walking with my wife and
Jake, our Jack Russell.

Festive fun at the Mercure Walton Hall Hotel
in Warwickshire.

If you have an idea for an
event or feedback on events
held to date, please feel free to
email your social committee at
social@atg.gb.com

